
Notes to Editors re: Live Facial Recognition: 
 
 
= What is Live Facial Recognition:  
 
Live facial recognition (LFR) is an operational tactic that allows police to seek wanted people, or those 
who may pose a risk of harm to themselves or others. It works by comparing the facial images of 
people entering, or within, a particular area, against a bespoke watchlist of people the Met has a 
policing need to locate. 
 
LFR is designed to support overt policing operations and will significantly increase our efficiency and 
operational effectiveness in finding persons who are of interest to law enforcement. 
 
 
= What kind of deployments will LFR be used for:  
 
The Met will primarily focus the use of LFR on the most serious crimes; locating people wanted for 
violent offences including knife and gun crime, or those with outstanding warrants who are proving 
hard to find. It can also act as a deterrent, for example; stopping would-be terrorists, or helping us 
locate particularly vulnerable missing people. 
 
LFR can help us to locate dangerous individuals. LFR deployments support the Met’s policing 
priorities and deployments are supported by comprehensive intelligence-led assessments. 
Authorising Officers give careful consideration to the policing purpose, the law, necessity, and 
proportionality before authorising deployments.  
 
 
= Who will be on the watchlist:  
 
A bespoke watchlist is created for every deployment. This is because every deployment is supported 
by an individual intelligence assessment. Each deployment will have its own legitimate purpose, legal 
basis, and justification covering necessity and proportionality.  
 
With the Met’s primary focus being on the most serious crimes, the public can expect the watchlist to 
include people wanted for serious offences including knife and gun crime as well as those with 
outstanding warrants who are proving hard to locate.  
 
Regardless of whether people pass LFR cameras, the technology will not identify people who are not 
on the watchlist. 
 
 
= What happens on an LFR deployment: 
 
LFR deployments are accompanied by clear signage alerting members of the public to the fact that 
LFR is in operation. We want the public to know that we are there and want to provide reassurance 
that we are working to make London safer. Officers will have leaflets available and will offer these to 
the members of the public who they engage with. 
 
The Met will publicise details of deployments online in advance, both on our corporate website, and 
typically through local borough communications channels. 
 
When the LFR system generates an ‘alert’, the decision to engage a member of the public is always 
made by a police officer. LFR is an aid to human decision-making.  
 
 
= Retention of data: 
 
If an individual passes through LFR and there is no match, the biometric data is immediately, 
automatically deleted. This is a fully automated, privacy-by-design feature built into the Met‘s LFR 
system.  



 
When the LFR system generates an alert, biometric data is retained when required for evidential 
purposes, for example when someone is arrested because LFR spotted them and an investigation is 
taking place. Where a match is made but no prosecution follows and there is no legitimate policing 
purpose for retention, biometric data and CCTV will only be retained for up to 31 days. Retention for a 
short period allows the Met to undertake a post-deployment assessment about the effectiveness of 
the deployment and how we can improve it.  
 
Should information be required to investigate a complaint, the Met would hold any data relevant to 
that complaint in accordance with our complaints procedures, after which the data will be deleted. 
 
For any longer-term police investigation or judicial processes, data and CCTV is retained as evidence 
for investigative purposes, it will be deleted following the conclusion of the investigation or judicial 
proceedings. 


