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Dear Shri Narendrs Modi ji.
Last vear, under your lesdership, the Government of India ook 3 very bodd and decisis
sfep for b over 2600 forengn apps arkd wiels3tes.

These apps were banned by the Ministry of Electronscs and Informatusn Tevhmology
Crowvetnment of India (MeitY) under section 694, of the Information Technology Act as thes
appu were engaging 0 activites that were prequdicial to the soveregnty and integrity of
bndia. defence of India, security of Inadia ansd public order o India

One of the apps that were banres] was PUBG Mobte. There are muliypls reports. of
anddiction, monetary boss, seli-harm, aocsdents, sucsdes and murders atimbuated o thas pame

Howsver, whils our country scurrently battlmy, with the: Coviid pandemic and the Central
and vanous state governments are trying teelr best o oontain that. according to recent
mEeealia reporty. unsTupuloos companies conmesclied o PUBG, rechuding: Koralton. Terwrse aml

PLIBC Imdia Pet Lod, are br g e ul.i.r;h:-p our faws, decenve the povemisent aid [ndian
citizens and relaunch the game with a new name of Battlegrounds Mobile Lo B30

Sir, this is a mere llesion and a trick o relaunch the same game with minor modificatons

and qoilect wser data of millions of owr cbens. mchuding our children and transfes o &

foretign companies and the Chinese government.

The Chinese company Tencent &5 the workd's biggest gaming company and has o stabe m
over 30 gaming companies. However, its stake has raised national security concems in
multiph: countries. The Unitend Stabes Compntter on Foretgn Investment (CFILS) bas asked
companies in US which have Tercent stabe about their security protecols and handling o
data. CFIUS & currently discussing the potential divestment of Tencent from  American
paming companes. Similardy. Tencent's stake in local gaming companies bas also raimed

serious national ssurity conoems Japan and other naions.

Tencent is currently the second-largest stabeholder and has & 155% stake in Krafbors ibs
stake was only 10% in 2008 and it may soon have a maprity stake and contrl While alter
the ban on PUBG in [ndia, Frafion alhegasdlv stispped atw agreemerd wilh Tenownt m badis
however, Tencent & still the publisher and distritruter of PUBG Mobie outsade lndus 4 ery
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curiously, almost all of Kratton's Indian employees, including its senior management e
Krafton in Deoember last

are formet Tencent employess who were miracubously all hirssd by
p package ttsell

vear and working on BMI Moreover, as on May2(, the Coogle Play store ap

las pu by imobile in s ol for the pro-registration ol Battlegrownad gamse

Additionally, Krafton has recently imvesbed in Nodwin Gaming, which according fo neport

will host PUBG on its servers. Nodwin has extensive ongoing ties bo Tencent and sccording
1o news reports also offers its services in Pakistan and has a team and admimistrators there.
ragsing masstve security concerns. Krathon has very close ties with Tencent and is now o

an mmvestor in Modwim which works YUy closely with Tenoent

Sir, all this points only 1o one definite conclusion, the mew game is simply a relaunch of
PLIBG Muobike, vnder a mew name amd new entitoy. The :F:'ﬂﬂ'll"F"L"-l-'!' features and other aspecis
will be the satme. Krafton has also added maps from PUBG in the re-launched game and the
weapons will also be the same with just new names. The renamed PUBC is Tencent s indirect
way of emtering India and capture data and details of Indian citeens. The privacy policy o
re-launched PUBCG states that while data will be stored m servers located in India and
Singapore, it will be transferred to other countries and regions b operate the game seroce
and meet legal requirements. According w reports, Tencent shared all its data wath Kratton
whichh mav alss contimoe with Krlton sharing, it with Tencenl, one of B biggest
sharcholders. The launch amnnmouncement is also tmed with the Lunch of Krafbon's [0

trom which Tencent will directly benedil

The Supreme Court of India has repeatedly retterated  that what cannotl be done direcths
cannot be mdivectly dome. However, in this case, Kratton and Tencent are trvimg to do
prevcasely that. A banned app cannot be allowed 1o relaunch just by giv ing a makeover and &
mew mame. Apart from cosmetic changes, which are eyewash, this 5 nothing but 4
ctroumyention of Indian aws. I this s aflowed, it will lead others i luding TikTok and

Wilhat to re—entier the country

I the game 15 allowed to re-launch, in that case, there is a very high potential of 3 breach of
privacy and cvbersecunity of our citizens, and all the other risks of addiction, harm. deaths
that were seen with PUBCG before. Very worrying, this will be a complete chismegard o o
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laws and the ban order passed last yoar. In the interest of Indin’s soverespnty amd integrity,
s defeswe. svcunty aml public order, and to clearly communicate that Indian law is
prarsrrmsnt and carmot e stdestepped, | regquest vou o ban Battlegronnds Molale Ionca amd

sines rmtract the entey of such entities in the Tuture without explicit approval from the
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Shirt Murendra SMod
Hlawa bsbee Prasmve Blinnisbor oo Tric
4o Lavk Kalyan Marg
Moy [esllni = 1 DO0NY]

Lorrpiny i
i Shn Amit Shah, Honble Home Minister ool Ldia
" D K. Mishra, Principal Secretary to thie Hon'ble '8
in S Aptlioval, Nation Secunty Advisor
i Shei A Bhalla, Union Home Secretary
W Shin VS K. Kasumod| Spwecial Secretary [lnternal securiby), Mindstoy of Home
Adlairs
vi. Li Geen. Ragessh Pant, Mational Cvbeemsacurity Coppilinator

Wil Shri S, Gopalakrishnan, Additional Secretary to the Hon'ble PA
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